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ABSTRACT 

Twenty-five nonfiction and 18 fiction and folklore 
listings are included in this bulletin on Vietnam in childrens' 
books. Slides^ filmstrips, and film listings are also included. Each 
listing is accompanied by a brief annotation. Subjects include 
customs and culture, the country and the people. Ho Chi Hin, the 
Vietnamese revolution, Vietnamese cookery, a history of Vietnam from 
ancient past to uncertain future, stories from Vietnam, folk tales^ 
fairy tales, legends^ and folk poetry. The filmstrip included 
concerns living in South Vietnam. The film^s main focus is stated to 
be the progress after the bombing halt in 1973. An introduction^ to 
American involvement from World War II through 1965 is presented in 
the slide materials, which include historical photos, Vietnamese 
artwork/ and images of a land and people at war. (Author/AM) 
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Archer, Jules. HO CHI MIKGt LIZGZHD OFHAIJOI. N,Y., Crowell-Collier, cl971. 199p/ 
6-9. 

A biography of Ko Chi Hinh, v/hose entire life v/as devoted to the liberation of 
. his country from colonialist rule and the establishment of Vietnam as an independent 
and socialist country. 

"Behold the Star.'' Booklet on Christmas and tne Tet Festival in Vietnam and 

about customs there. This part of an AF3C fund-raising project contains much 
useful information* Available from: 

Children's Program 

American Friends Service Committee 

160 North 15th Street ^ 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Buell, Hal. ^nZT:::.U: LAID OF MANY DRAGONS, Illus. w. photos and maps. II. Y,, Dodd, 
Head, cl963. I^f2p. V^k.30. Jr. Hich up. 

Brief text cir.d many excellent, amply captioned black and v'hite photos on the land 
and people of Vietnam. Text concentrates on the division of the country, the 
fighting, and the history of American involvement, v;hilo photos brin^ oat non-^:Cvr- 
time aspects of daily living, (llote that the author uses Judgemental v;ords such as 
"priraitivo" and "bacrr.-/ard" in describing some Asians-.) 

Cooke, David C. VIIiTIIAlI: TUT. COUNTRY, TH2 PZOPLE, N,Y., V/•\^ Norton, cl9SS. I^r7p* 
Illus. photos. Gr. 5-9 • ^ 

This book avoids discussion of the war and its effects on Vietnamese life and 
concentrates instead on the people and their traditions. He covers Vietriamoro his- 
tory, geography, family life, village life, language, beliefs, 'and custor:^. 

Cra^-*ford, .V.n Ca'L^jll. GUCTGNS All^j CULxu.^t: OF VILTNAIi. Illus. by Hau Dinla Cam. 
Rutland, VT, Tuttle', cl966. 206p. Gr. 6 up. 

A concise guide to 7ietnam: the land, history, language, people, institutions, 
religion, customs, folklore, the arts, ecjc^^nomy, places of interest, etc., emphasi- 
zing day to day life. Appendices about the Termer Republic are dated but there are 
useful appendices on tribal minorities north and south and basic language, including 
^ pronunciation, glossary, and usoz^ul plirases. ^ 

^ Dareff, Hal. 7113 STORY OF V1:.T:;a;:2 A BACKOr^OUrn) ECOX FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. N.Y., 
1^ Parentr,' Nana-ino, clS'>6. 2:;0p. Gr. 7 up. 

^ A cDrefuDy r^\.\>archod , unuru::;liy v.'oli presented hir.tory of Vlctnrjn: tho origins 

O of the Viotnomorro, the irpict of ll^uropcon coloni.-^.lic:, the division into Jiorth 
Vietnran r.nd ikulh Vjc cnr.m, the rine of Cor,.- urast po\;er, and th:* rc.'co:: ^ for tne 
Americrm involv.^n.'-^-nt in oouth Vj., tMm, An ;>b.?orbin:7 account r.c-X'Wlint rr^rred by 
Z> vagu^n ^cr> in d^t.in^; il^e cvcnli^ cc':itc"..pc>iv,^iy at tne tin^* of pub'iicaiion. 
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Forney, Inor and E,H* OUR FinEMDS IN VILTIUK Rutland, VT, Tuttle, CI967. SiaO. 
Gr. K-3. 

A coloring book v/ith substantial, simple text, v/hich emphasizes vhe social and 
cultural aspects of Victn:-mese children, seen through the foreigner's eye. An il- 
lustrated glossary on both clothes and objects found in the pictures to color* 

Goldston, Richard. THE Vir.TNAIISE RZVCLUTION, Indianapolis, Bobbs-Herrill, cl972. 
19^p. Gr, 7 up. 

The agoriizing history of Viotnon, \:hich probes American contributions to the 
agony in "the years in v/hich the Vietnaiiiese Revolution finally reached the United 
States.*^ 

^ • « 

Hammer, Ellen. VIZTNAH YESTZRDAY AID TODAY, N,Y., Holt, Rinehart, cl966* 282p. 
(Contemporary Civilization Series). S3. 95- Jr. -High up. 

More scholcjrly thaji the book by Ann Crawford, this is a discussion of this coun- 
try's history and culture and institutions up to the inid-1960's. Certain chapters niay 
be useful for mature junior high and high school students, but in its entirety, this 
volaTie is more for adult use and as background information for teachers in all levels 
of education c Glossary, bibliography," and index included, 

Henderson, Larry. VILTrJAlI i\IID COUrrCRIES 0? TMS ffiKOIIG. H.Y., Nelson, rev. ed. 1972. 
22^p» ^/5.95. Gr. 6 up. 

Five chapters cover the history of Vietnam, something about the North and the 
South, the ^.Vvclopment of the uar and U.S. involvement, followed by chapters on Laos, 
Cambodia, Th iland, Burma and the general Mekong Delta area. There is a list of books 
for further reading. 

Kotula, .'ohn D. CO::.-: /iLO^G TO Vimi/J:. Ilinneapolis, Denison, 1975* l87p. Biblio. 
(Countries of the World Series). 
Description of life -and custorr.3 in cities and villages of the south. Text, from 
the perspective of an adult tourist, is gauche and garbled, but the book includes 
many photos of high interest though of varying quality. 

Lifton, Betty Jean and Thor.as C. CHILDRSIJ OF VIETNAM. Illus. w. photographs by 
Thomas C. l^'^ox. iJ.Y., Alheneum, 1972. lllp. ^^^,30. Gr. 7 up. 
Vignettes of various children of South Vietnam: the sheltered children of the 

rich, street boys, orr.hans, v/ar v;oun:Icd, dispossessed, and Amerasians - none of v/hom 

have ever kr.^'m peace. 

Liss, Hov;ard. TH": lilGHTY niT.CriG. Illus. v/. photos. N.Y., Hawthorn, I9S7. 112p.'. 
$5.95. Gr. 7 up. 

A trip along the Wo's.cv.^^ Hiver includes a brief chapter on the history, customs, 
and religion of the Vietn:jnese of the Mekong, v;hich also touches Laos, Cambodia, and 
Thailand. Photos are fair. 

Miller, Jill flhu Huong. VT.^TNAIIZoE CCOKEKY. Rutland, VT, Tuttle, cl96S. ll8p.Gr. 7 up 

An auth»"ntic collection of Vietncvoco recipes, from hors d'oeuvrcs through des- 
serts. Adied fo^lures include a bri^f description- of Vietnamese cookery, equipment 
needed, and a rlorj<'ry providinr: oubctitutes for hard-to-find foods. Out of print, 
but available in m:*ny librario:^. 
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Nguyttn Cao Dan and Tran Cao Linh. VI5T;fAM: \jI:2 HzLGVLD LAND. Illus. w. photos, 
Rutland, VT, Tut tie, cl968. 128p. ;o.85. Gr, 6 up, 

PLotos from South Vietnam, Only one small s^ection, entitled 'The Vietnamese 
Soldrler,*' deals \^^ith Vietnam in v/artin;e. The others - '^Plains and Meadows,*' "The Sea," 
,"Sah<i Dunes," etc. - show the timeless beauty of the country* 

Nguyon-Dinh-Hoa, EASY Vir.TIIAIESE. Sutland, VT, Tuttle, CI969. 135p- $1.25. 

A pocket-size guide to spoken Vietnamese; a revised and expanded edition of the 
Vietnamese Phrase Book. Pro\ddes v/ords and expressions most likely needed by the 
traveler and student. Includes a key to pronunciation and an index. 

- VILTNAt'ESE ENGLISH DICTIONAPvY. Rutland, VT, Tuttle. 568p. '47*15. 

Not reviev/ed. 

Nielsen, Jon with Kay Nielsen. ARTIST IN SOUTH VIETNAM. N.Y. , Messner, cl969. 6^p. 
^h.93i ^^P* bds. Zk.e^* Gr. 3 up. 

A cartoonict-illustrator presents the South Vietnamese people in black and v/hite 
sketches. Brief text adds meaning to the illustrations v/hich show daily life. Uccx'ul 
for recreational as v;ell as educational purposes. 

Poole, Peter A. DIEN Blicn PilU, 195^ J THE BATTLE THi\T n:DSD TIIE FIRST IIOCCHINA V/AR. 

Illus. w. photos. n.Y., Watts, cl972. 90p. (A World Focus Book). i3.h^. Gr. 6 up. 

The story of the battle that spelled the downfall of the French enpire in Vietnsjn. 
Chronology , index. 

Sheldon, l/altor J. TIGFP3 IN THL RICE; THE STORY OF Virr::AM FSCIl AKCIEIIT PAST TO 
UNCE:.TAI:; future. :;.Y., Ilacaiillan, CI969. 155p. 5>^.95- Gr* 7 up. 
The history of Victnrjn from a thousand years of Chinese conquest to recent tra- 
vail. The sections on tho Vietnamese conflict a>"e confined ideolccically and in time 
to a pre-^Pontagon Papers** viev/. Readable, but dated by the slant. 

Sully, Francoise, editor. I'E TMJ VIETriAIUSE; VOICES Fr!C;i VIjiTNAM. Illus. w. photos. 
N.Y., Pracger, cl971. 270p. paper :,2.95» Gr. 7 up. 

Selections of v/ritinr; from tho tv;o Vietnams covering the land and pooplf-, beliefs 
and customs, literature and art, and history. 

Thuy, Vuonc Gia. VIETLVuZSE IN A M^SHIIL-. N.Y., Crowell, 197^. 256p. tZ.h^. 

A phrasebook cind basic grammar of Vietnamese for the English speaker. 

VIETNAII; UID 07 THE DAirCIKG DRAGON (Tet Festival) 
VIETiViM; A TIIU3 FOR i;CKK 
VIETNAII; \ Hllffl B0.--,T3 ilAVE ETES 

Education^Di\-i3ion, Taylor Publishing Co., P.O. Box 597, Dallas, TX 75221. 

S12.CO for sot of 8 cards. 

Eight study prints in each set v/ith color photographs 17-5/8^' x 17-3/8'' on front 
and accompanying story on back. 

West, Fred. GITTiriG TO I:N0'' THE Tl'O VIETN/iIS. Illus. by Polly Borian. N.Y., Coward- 
HcCann, CI967. 6^fp. 0.68. Or. 3-5- 

Does a hrxyXy sprint ovor political and social problcra but spells out many inter- 
esting foaturoG of the cultural lacl.r;round of Vietnam's various P'^oplos, espocially 
the f articipaticn of children in 1};.*^ tradition. Includoo chronology throu:,h 19*^7. 
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mm CHUr:G BAIIH day: TK:: :CV/ yearns RICS CAISS: Trans, and dist. by Indochina 

Resource Center, P.O. Box ^OOOD, Berkeley, CA 9^70^1, '>.50 ea*; or Z.Jf3 ea. , for 
- orders of 10 or more (add 20;5 postage to all orders). 22p. Gr. 2-5. 

A folktale for children to color or ptvint, translated from a Vietncimese children's 
book and tellies the legend of the beginnings of Vietnan's rice cultivation. A prince 
brings back to his father the most precious gift of rice and their festivities re- 
flect the happy expectations at Tetrn the lunar Kev; Year's. 

CHILDREN OF THE DRAGOIh Peoples Press, 2680 21st St., San Francisco, CA 9^110'! cl975. 

A legend that also relates a lesson in the turbulent history of the people of 
Vietnam. With stirring cover art'. 

CHILDR2H OF VIST -HAM. Trans* and dist« by Indochina Resource Center, sanie address and 
price as above* Gr. 2-5 • 

A story book and a coloring book illustrated by Vietnamese artists and incluiing 
poems written by children during a Vietnamese poetry contest held during the 19 39-70 
ischool year and a letter from Ho Chi Minh to the children at the mid-August f es .ival 
in 19^5. 

Coutant, Helen. FIRST snOW, Illus. by Vo Dinh. N.t., Knopf, 197^. 36p. 5^.50; lib. 
bdg. ;>^.99* Ages 5-8. 

A little girl from Vietnam first encounters snow in the Nev; England town to v.'hich 
her family has moved. Guided by her wise grandmother, she begins to understand the 
meaning of life and death. A sober but graceful introduction to the cycle of life and 
death. , . 

Dunn, I-iary Lois. TH3 iiAN IN TilS BOX: A STORY FRO;i VIlTNAli. McGraw-Hill, cl968. 

155p. Sif.50; lib. V.^,. ^h.J>^. Gr. 6-10. 

A young Monta^nard boy \/hose father v/as killed by the Viet Cong helps an impris- 
oned American soldier esc^.pe his captors. An exciting adventure story i.dth a strong 
message about the courage and suffering of the Vietnamese people in the Wcir. 

FOLK TALES FROII ASIA F^P. CHILDREN Erarr..TiER2, co-sponsored by the Tokyo Book Develop- 
ment Center and the Asian Cultural Center for UIIZSCO. V/eatherhill , 1975. 
Book 1, 52p. ZZ.h^. Gr. 2-6. 

"Ihe Story of the Betel and the Areca*' in Book One of this excellent 2-volume set 
of tellable talcs is retold, translated, and illustrated by a Vietnai.*e3e* The story, 
based on a doorr;ed love triangle, exp]ains v;hy the areca nut and betel leaf are part 
of the Vietnamese \/edding ceremony. 

Forney, Inor. N.L\N, A BOY OF VIETNAu. Story edited by' Joanne Robinson; illus. by the 
author. Rutland, '/P, Tuttle, cl969. 26p. ;il.lO. Gr. 2-^. 

Tells briefly v;hat life is like for a 10 year old boy v;ho sells nov/sr^pers in 
Saigon and dreaas of the moon fecLival and of crickets. Although dated by its slant 
on the side of American presence in Vietnam, the illustrations and the text will be 
thought-provoking for children. 

Monigold, Glenn \!., compiler. FCLK TALZ3 FROil VILT::a;i. Illus. by Jeanyec './ong. Mount 

Vornon, NY, Poter Fanror Press, cl9o^f, 6lp. ;Jl.25* Gr, 6-8. 

Ten zestful South Vietnamese folk tales in a pocket-size format. Useful for 
reading aloud aiid Gtorytelling. 



Nielsen, Jon and Kay Mielcen* THE WISHING ??.AI?L AfiD OTrER TALES OF VIETNAM. Ti-ans. 
by Lam Chan Quan. Irvin^ton-on-Piudson, NY, Harvey House, cl969. ^7p. 5^'f.95; lib. 
bdg. ^k.Sk. Gr. K-if. . ' . ^ 

Seven talcs illustrated in full-page and' two-page water color* Useful for story- 
telling and story hours. Translations v;ere done by a Vietnamese. 

Osborne, Leone Neal. THAN HOA OF, VIETNAM. Illus. by Ruth Boynton. .N.Y., McGraw-Hill, 
cl966. 6lp. ;?2.75. Gr. 

"^In a small Buddhist mountain village during tranquil days a boy traps a yellov; 
tiger and is granted schooling as a rev/ard. Lively dra^-ings of daily life but woeful 
focus on the tiger as menace. Out of print but available in libraries. Recommended 
with reservation. . . . ' 

Robertson, Dorothy Lewis. FAIRY TAICS FROM VIETNAM. Illus.' b^ W'.T, Mars. N.Y., Dodd; 
Mead, cl968. 93p. Z^.30] lib. bdg. $3.50. Gr. 3-7. 

Nine Vietnamese fairy tales set down by a Vietnamese boy in Saigon for his 
American foster mother. ' 

Schultz, George F. VIETNAMESE LEGSNDS. Adapted. Rutland, VT, Tuttle, cl965e l63p. 
$3.50. Gr. 7-9. . ' 

32 adaptatior.s of South Vietnamese legends that reveal Vitstnamese culture, life 
and philosophy. Forv/ard explains the mix'of elements from Chinese and Vietnamese 
civilisations present in the tales. 

Sun, Ruth Q. LAND OF SEAGULL AND FOX; FOLK ^^ALES OF VIETNAM. Illus. by Ho Thanh 
Due. Rutland, VT, Tutfclc, cl966. 135p. $5.' 50. Gr, 6 up. 

31 legends selected for a V/cstern audience and most representative of Vietnamese 
legends, illustrated \/ith full-pa£,e line drawings. Small print and mature vocabu- 
lary make the text inappropriate for the very young but the stories are brief and 
may be adapted for storytelling. Has a useful introduction about the Vietnamese *7 
people and their legends, plus a chronology of the country's history. Title alludes 
to the origin myth of lowland dwellers and the Montagnaz^ds ("seagulls" and "foxes")* 

Tanaka, Beatrice. THE TORTOISE AND Sl.'ORD. ftt, Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1972. 
^6p. S^.50; lib. bdg. Gr* 2-5- ' , * > 

A legend recreating the story of Le Loi, who \/ith his countrymen fought a^id even- 
tually defeated the foreign invaders. Concluding the story are stanzas from a Ipth 
C* epic, "The Proclamation of Peace." Author's illustrations are block prints in 
the style of Vietnamese cut-paper art. 

Taylor, Mark. THE FISHERMAN AND THE GOBLET. Illus. by Tare Yashima. San Carlos, CA, 
Golden Gate, cl970. 32p. %.59. Gr. 3 up. 

A haunting tale of a r:;nndarin's daughter and a poor young x'isherman who won her 
lovr- ' \th his beautiful flute-playing. But the girl rejected him when she saw that 
his i-j2Q was ugly. Only later did she realize that a heart that can make beautiful 
music is more iraportant than an ugly face. But then it was too late. 

Tooze, Ruth. GlWlVi FROM TllZ SE/\. Illus. by Kurt I'iese. N.Y., Viking, cl962. 

Ti Nnag Di^^i, thou^;h small, wants to help bring in the big fish nets and show he ' 
is growing up. Strilving and humorous color illuntratious. Out of print but avail- 
able ,-.1 libraries. 



VIETNAMESE FOLK VOUIRY. Trans, by John Balaban, Greensboro^ Noirth Carolina, Unicorn 
Press > P,0, Box 3307. 1975* paper. 

In an attractive little volume many short lyrics which could be read v/ith 
children. 

Vo-Dinh, Retel. TK3 TOAD IS TIE EJIPEROR'S UNCljS", Illus, by Vo-Dinh, Doubleday, 
01970. l^lp. -35*95; lib. bdg. ^ih.70 net. Gr. 3-6. 

A collection of animal folk tales from Vietnam, The compiler, Vo-Dinh, is an 
artist; his black and v/hite paintings greatly enhance the text* 

Not Reviev/ed o ' 

.Pratt, D and Blair, L. SilU'IAGUNDI VIETNAM. Rutland, VT, Tuttle. Illus, 190p. 
S2.75 paper. ' . . 

Humor . • • 

Slides * " ' 

H0\/ THE mJITSD STATZS GOT IflVOLVED IN VIETNAM, Cambridge, Mass., Indochina Curricu- 
lum Group, Complete show (60 slides and script): rental, $5*00; purchase, ;?15*00, 
Order from; 11 Garden St., CaTJbridge, Hass, 02138^ 

An introduction to American involvement from ''orld I'ai: II through 1965* Slide 
range includes historical photos, Viotnainese artwork, and images of a land and 
people at war, (pub, catalog) Not previev/ed, 

FilmstriP 

LIVim IN SOUTH VliTirAM. Color, sound, SVE, 1971. Strip 1, South Vietnam; liistorical 
background and rr.odern problems (52 frames, 17 min,); Strip 2, South Vietnam tcday 
(56 fx^ames, 13 min.). Each filmstrip teacher's guide S7.C0; set of 2 filp- 
strips 1 record, 2 guides ';Jl8.C0, Gr, Intermediate - Sr, High, 
Catalog description emphasises development, rural and urban life, geography, and 

culture rather than the v/eir. Not previev/ed, 9 

rilm " ' . ' 

THE YE/VK OF THE TIG2R, 1975. 62 min. l6mra, rental: C60 (classroom usc)^ f^lOO (open 
showing); shipping :^5*00, Dist. by Odeon Films, l6l9 Broadway, I'cw York, NY ICCI9* 
Made by the first American f ilrarr^-ikers in Koi^th Vietnam ?.fter the bombing halt in 

1973, of everyday life in the north and the parts of the south then controlled by 

the P,R,G, Film's main focus is progress, not destruction: agricultural coops, 

schools, day care centers, clinics-, etc. Not previewed. 



These books arid materials should be in larger Gchoolc txrid libraries. They should be 
ordered from the pullifihcr or your local bookncll.^r , not from us. To locate current 
addresses consult LITERARY H/J^IST PUCE or BOGUS IN VillliT. 
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